LANGUAGE:   WRITING:   FIGURING               411
In 1362 the famous poet Petrarch established a public library in
Venice. With the foundation of the universities from 1300 onwards
and the coming of the Renaissance, interest in libraries naturally grew
throughout the west of Europe, and with the invention of printing, new
libraries were established everywhere. Lincoln's Inn contains the oldest
library in London, it having been originally built in 1497.
FOUNDING   OF   OUR  GREAT  LIBRARIES
In 1449, Pope Nicholas V laid the foundation stone of the Vatican
Library, and the rulers of Florence, the wealthy banking family of the
Medici, established the libraries of San Marco and San Lorenzo. The
libraries of Wittenberg, Dresden, Munich, and Vienna were founded
in 1502. The old library of the University of Oxford was restored by
Thomas Bodley in 1602. The library of Moscow, founded in 1650,
went up in flames in 1812 when the city was burned during Napoleon's
invasion of Russia.
The largest library in the world is that established at the British
Museum, London, in 1753; it possesses about 5,000,000 volumes and
200,000 manuscripts. Probably the next largest is the United States
Congress Library at Washington, with between 4,500,000 and 5,000,000
books. The Paris Bibliotheque Nationale has about 4,000,000 volumes
and 500,000 manuscripts. The Berlin State Library possesses some
2,500,000 books. Larger figures are said to have been readied in
Russia, where many copies of the same book are counted separately,
whereas the above figures refer to separate works. Probably the total
of books in American libraries is greater than that in any other country; *
most of the libraries with over 50,000 volumes are in the United States.
1,500 YEARS OF NEWSPAPERS
THE first " newspaper " in the world was the Peking Ne$vs, which
celebrated its i,500th anniversary in 1863 and remained^in existence
until 1935. The Kingfao (court circular) first appeared in A.D. 750. The
journalism of the Western world is considered to have originated in the
Acta diurna (from the Latin diurnus comes our word " journal ") which
were published from Caesar's time onward.
The first broadsheets reported, in 1482, " How the Turks ^sailed
the Christian Churches " and, in 1493, in Vienna, " The Burial of the*
Emperor Frederick III." The word " newspaper " may conceivably ;
be applied to the letter written by Columbus announcing the discovery
of the New World, which appeared the same year and was translated
' into every known language.                                  .,              ^
FIRST  PRINTED  NEWS
The fijst printed newspaper, Notizle Smtte^ also known a* the
Gazetta because a gazetta (a small coin) had to be paid by all who wished
to read it, was published in Ve^ce, but at ^regular intervals. It confined